Center for the Arts Grad School Information Session
1. How do I know if I should go to grad school?
A graduate degree is an investment that will further your knowledge in your chosen field.  Getting a graduate degree can possibly boost your earning potential.  The key is figuring out if/when/how to afford it.

You should go to grad school if…

a) You are passionate about a chosen field and want to work within that field for the foreseeable future

b) The career field you have chosen for yourself requires an advanced degree or additional education beyond undergraduate school

c) You can afford it.

2. When is the best time to go to grad school?
It depends. For many programs it’s good to wait a year or two or more.  Give your work or research a chance to develop outside of a school, and build a network of support outside of school.  Be sure that you take advantage of exhibition, performance, grant and residency opportunities.  Building a stronger resume will help you get funding from your future grad school.  Waiting a year or two makes can give you a new focus and perspective once you get started in graduate study.  It also gives you time to really consider what your goals are, and what major you’d really like to pursue.

For some students, going right to grad school is a better decision, as it helps them keep up the momentum they’ve built in the four or more years they’ve been in grad school.

For some professions, going right to grad school is fine.   Architecture students, for example, need the first professional degree in order to practice, so grad school is critical if you want to become a registered architect.  If you’re thinking about getting teaching certification and are not in an education program, you can either go for just the certification (many schools offer certification only) or apply to a master’s program.  Eventually, you’ll need a master’s degree once you’re a certified, practicing teacher.

Most colleges require a terminal degree for you to teach at the college level, even as an adjunct.

Art History positions usually require a PhD or someone who is in a PhD program.

3. How can I afford it?
Great question.  The stronger your credentials, the better the chance you’ll have for partial or full scholarship, fellowship or assistantship funding.  Building those credentials often means working in the field after you complete your undergraduate degree – for example, you write blogs or critique current artists/performers/scholars;  work in museums or non-profits; apply to residency programs; curate/create opportunities to show the public what you do; teach in after school programs, summer camps or community centers; work in the community. 
· FAFSA- for need based aid. Be sure to research all funding opportunities both through completing a FAFSA and by checking the various grad school websites.  It’s also important to be clear about needing financial aid in order to attend.  
· Scholarships and grants. Look into scholarships and grants that the government, corporations or private organizations set aside for various types of qualifications (war vet, single parent, cultural member, etc.). 

· Grad assistant positions. Many universities receive a certain amount from the government for each grad student they accept. As such, they will often waive the tuition fee and sometimes offer living expenses via a part-time grad assistant position. 

· Research grants/positions. In a similar vein, your thesis advisor might have research grant funds coming and might offer that to you in return for your participation as a research assistant. (Note that this might force you into research work that does not interest you, but when you choose a thesis advisor, you often do so because of their previous research topics or academic interests.) 

· Employer education programs. Some large corporations set aside funds to pay partial or full tuitions in the pursuit of advanced education by qualified employees. 

· Savings from work.  You might consider spending a few years working after getting an undergraduate degree and saving for grad school expenses (which often include relocating to another city).  
Remember, grad school is usually an expensive and intensive proposition.
4. When to avoid grad school

a) When you can’t get a job an don’t know what else to do – keep looking rather than go deeper into debt (use a free online grad school calculator)

b) When you’re not quite sure what you want to study

5. What’s so great about grad school?

a) It sets you apart from those with only an undergrad degree – it suggests to others that you  have advanced skills, focus and ambition

b) It connects you with professionals in your chosen field and extends your knowledge and understanding 

c) It can help you with a career change if that’s what you want

6. Which grad school should I choose?
Your faculty can give you great advice in this area, especially if you ask about where recent alumni have done their grad work and how successful they’ve been – as well as which grad schools give the most in assistantships, fellowships and scholarships.  Also ask current grad students in your institution about how they conducted their grad school search.  But there may be some hidden gems out there that will actually work better for you financially.
A good search engine is gradschools.com - at least for a basic search.  Be sure to search the websites of each school in which you’re interested to check on funding opportunities.

Don’t choose a school without thoroughly researching it, which means that you need to visit it and meet other grad students – and ask those students why they chose the school.  Ask them where else they applied.  This is not the time to be shy.  Look at the work that the students and faculty are producing – see if it is work that interests you.

Don’t choose a grad school thinking that you’ll be able to work with one or two key faculty in particular.  Faculty can take leaves or sabbaticals that can last the duration of your grad school education.  If there’s really someone that you absolutely need to study with, be sure to ask that person if he or she is planning a leave or sabbatical.  
7. What else do I need to know?
· Some employers will help pay for grad school.
· Some grad programs can be done part time or are low residency (mostly online, with a week or two on campus each summer) but check their accreditation and their reputation online.  
· A graduate degree does not guarantee a job or additional income (although statistically, those with a masters make up to $17,000 more per year than those with a bachelor’s degree).
· A graduate education may be the last time you get to focus exclusively on your own interests and research – which can truly enrich your life.

· A graduate education is not a guarantee for success.
· Don’t plan to go to a grad school without visiting and finding out about housing options, financial aid, research funding for grad students and information about what the graduate alumni are doing.

· Consider a graduate school abroad, where tuition prices and scholarships/fellowships may make your education much more affordable.  If you don’t speak a foreign language, consider the UK and Australia.

8. What about if I want to pursue a different major than the one in which I’ll receive a baccalaureate degree?

Many students choose to pursue a different major in graduate school.  You’d be surprised at the number of doctors and lawyers that pursued an undergraduate degree in the arts.  Your degree is not an impediment to graduate study.  The important thing is to understand what the admissions requirements are for the degree you are pursuing.  Some degree require certain numbers of undergraduate credits in a particular discipline, standardized test scores (MCAT, LSAT, GRE, MAT), and others don’t.

You need to research schools that offer those grad degrees now so that you can create a plan as to how you’re going to get those credits.  In some cases, you might need to add a minor to your current plan; in other cases you can do the work after you graduate.  Choosing to do those courses in a community college and/or local state college will help you save some $$.
9. What can I do with a graduate degree?

Some students think that with a terminal degree they’ll be able to teach.  True, you need the terminal degree, but getting a full-time teaching job is extremely difficult.  You have to be outstanding in your field and incredibly lucky.  There are folks in their 40s and 50s who have impressive CVs who are still trying to cobble together an income by teaching 1-2 courses in 4-5 different schools.  

A graduate degree tends to help create a stronger sense of self-awareness and confidence and hones creative thinking ability.  There are many jobs out there outside of teaching that require these skills.  You just have to be open and thorough in your search.  

Finally, there are obviously some fields that require a graduate degree.  Ultimately, if you have a passion for a particular discipline, graduate study can be an incredibly satisfying, challenging and illuminating experience.  
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